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Shallu Jindal Riding The Alphabet
Book Link brings our readers an interview with shallu Jindal, best-seller author
of India: An Alphabet Ride and social worker, a mother of two, who is also chairman of
the National Bal Bhavan. Shallu grew up in
Ludhiana. Her early years were spent in a
small town where entertainment activities
were few and far between.Dancing has been
her passion since childhood, and she has won
many laurels at school, college and at the
national level in classical dance. Reading
was, however, her favourite pastime. 'I
remember that when my mother used to gift
me a book, I used to huddle myself in a corner and come out, only once I had finished it.
In fact, I was such an avid reader that I used
to spend all my pocket money on buying
books', Jindal tells us.
Question: Generally, writers for children
start early. You started a few years ago. What
made you zero in on children?
answer: I only started to focus on children just by chance. I came face-to-face with
children and issues relating to them through
the 'Openspace Jindal Foundation for
Development'. The Foundation has worked
on many projects related to children, thus
opening their universe to me. It is a divine
coincidence that many children's initiatives
came to my notice and this is what made me
think of I thought of writing my book –
India: An Alphabet Ride. Moreover, as a parent, I am always looking for simple and interesting ways to make the learning about this
diverse and complex country enjoyable.
Q: Tell us about the work you did to the run
up to this book?
a: It took me almost two years to
research and put together this book. India is
not an easy country to explain, illustrate and
put between the covers of a single book. I

must confess that I relearnt a lot about India
as I researched the book. I hope that this book
makes young Indians take pride in our history, heritage and culture and they grow up to
build a strong nation based on sound value
systems.
Design and colour are central to the
theme and uniqueness of the book, and I have
Priya Kuriyan to thank for it. She has brought
our ideas alive and woven her visual magic
on each page. The most depressing moment was when the
book got delayed by six
months as my illustrator
was busy with some other
project and we had to wait
for her to complete it.
I had previously done
two books with Natraj
Publishers and had a comfort level with them
which is what made me
go with them for my
children’s book. My
publisher
Divya
Arora is an intelligent
and efficient publisher.
The other inspiring
thing about this book is
that during the two year
research, I too re-learnt
so many aspects about
my country that I
never knew of. It was
an eye-opener for
me.
I hope that this
book will be a
legacy to the children of our wonderful country. Our

children need to assimilate the wonder that is
India when they are young, so that they
imbibe the principles of our founding
fathers and continue to build this great
nation. This was my inspiration to work on
the book.
Q: What has been the response of your family and friends to the book?
A: Everybody who has read the book
has loved it and the response has been overwhelming. One of my cousins' son even
takes the book to school everyday. Another
child I know practises the hand mudras
illustrated on the D for Dance page in the
book. The book is a sellout and it is really
gratifying to see that. My daughter, too, is
very proud of me.
Q: When are you planning the second part
of the book?
a: There are no plans to bring out
Part II of the book as of now.
Q: Who is your favourite author?
a: When I was a child it was
Enid Blyton. Best Reading: The 40
rules of love by Elif Shafaq.
Favourite Indian Author: Chitra
Devakaruni. I particularly like
her book, The Palace of Illusions.
Q: What has been the most satisfying moment now that the
publishing of your first book is
over?
a: The most satisfying
moment has been that the
book is a sellout today. When
my publisher even gets calls
from book shops for more
books. It really gives me a high
and I’m so thrilled that India:
An Alphabet Ride has got 5
stars on Flipkart and Amazon.

Summer Film Camp For Young People
THis summer presents an opportunity for
children to develop their skills and discover
new talents through filmmaking with
Cinedarbaar’s 5th Summer Film Camp, Delhi,
being held from 19th to 30th May 2014.
Acting, Story Writing, Story-Boarding,
Directing, Editing, Shooting and Photography,
the camp encompasses learning all the fun and
innovative set of skills, a little different from
the league of usual summer camps.
The 5th Summer Film Camp by
Cinedarbaar, will help children explore an art
form which will not only help them develop
new skills but also challenge their creativity
and imagination. Hence it will raise the men-

tal horizon of their thinking process and
encourage them to think out of the box.
The workshop aims at imparting the tech-

niques of film making as well as making children camera friendly, to boost their confidence
of public speaking. Creative exercises will be

given to children to understand different levels
of film making.
A camp like this has proven to be a confidence booster for children before, apart from
exposing them to new set of skills under the
guidance and mentorship of industry professionals. It also opens new avenues of careers
for them. All the children are given a certificate in the end and the movie is premiered at a
theatre.
To avail discounts and registrations or to
have more details, please contact:
09958301195, 011 41071288 or write to us at
info.cinedarbaar@gmail.com
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Contribute To
Gurgaon
Harmony House is an Indian registered, non-profit organisation in
Gurgaon, just outside of Delhi, India. Using a rented villa as a full time community centre for women and children, they offer education, food, medication,
hygiene facilities and social services to women and children living in the near
by slums. They rely 100% on kind donations and contributions to run Harmony
House. Every donation, no matter how big or small is spent on improving the
lives of those who are most
in need.
They are dedicated to
improving the lives of our
children on a physical,
emotional and intellectual
level and aim to give
enriching and memorable
experiences to each and
every child.
www.harmonyhouseindia.org

